TROPICAL LIFE 


=.Marlins expect 
~big profit in 2018, 


‘potential investors 
W were told, 18 


~ 
FACEBOOK.COM/MIAMIHERALD 


VOLUME 115, No. 111 WINNER OF 22 Mostly cloudy, chance 
STAY CONNECTED MIAMIHERALD.COM TWITTER.COM/MIAMIHERALD | PULITZER PRIZES WEDNESDAY JANUARY 3 2018 $2 of irs showers 
°/61° See 6B 


Miami Herald 


FEDERAL DETENTION REQUESTS 


Sanctuary no more: Feds seize 1 immigration 
detainee per day from Miami-Dade jails 


migration offenders for an addi- 
tional 48 hours after they have 
been booked on unrelated local 
charges. A detainer kicks in once 
the person would otherwise be 
free to leave the local jail, either 
through posting bail, being re- 
leased until trial or after serving a 
sentence. 

Local charges that landed un- 
documented people on the federal 
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tion as one of the most welcoming 
cities in the country for immi- 
grants. 

Since Gimenez’s Jan. 26 policy 
change, Miami-Dade jails have 
turned over 436 people — a little 
more than one person a day on 
average — to agents from Im- 
migration and Customs Enforce- 
ment, according to a year-end 
tally by the county released Tues- 
day. Federal “detainer” requests 
ask jails to hold suspected im- 


m Miami-Dade County dropped its “sanctuary” protections for 
undocumented immigrants shortly after Donald Trump became 
president. Now it’s handing over one suspected immigration 
offender per day to ICE agents. 


BY DOUGLAS HANKS 
dhanks@miamiherald.com 


Miami-Dade jails turned over 
an average of one immigration 
detainee per day to federal au- 
thorities during 2017, a pace set 
by the county’s controversial 
decision to comply with President 
Donald Trump’s crackdown on 
people being sought for deporta- 
tion. 


Miami-Dade had previously de- 
clined the requests under a county 
policy enacted four years earlier. 
Gimenez’s directive brought 
instant praise from Trump him- 
self on Twitter, but from else- 
where, accusations that Miami- 
Dade was abandoning its tradi- 


Mayor Carlos Gimenez ordered 
county jails to comply with the 
federal detention requests days 
after Trump took office on Jan. 20 
and promised to withhold federal 
funds from local governments 
providing “sanctuary” to 


undocumented immigrants. SEE DETAINEES, 4A 


WEATHER'S ICY GRIP MIAMI-DADE COUNTY 


Police shot 
fewer people in 
17, continuing a 
downward trend 
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BRAVING THE BONE-CHILLING COLD 


Commuters in Chicago endure subzero temperatures Tuesday as they make their way to work in the 
Loop. Record cold temperatures are being blamed for at least 12 deaths in the central and the eastern 
United States, according to the Associated Press. Meanwhile, as Miami anticipates a wave of chilly 
weather, it also looks back on what has been one of the warmest years ever. Stories, Page 3A 


BY CHARLES RABIN 
crabin@miamiherald.com 


A knife-wielding man 
who was swinging from a 
ceiling pipe dared an 
officer to shoot him. 
Another exchanged gun- 
fire with a cop after re- 
fusing to give up a large 
flat-screen television he 
was carting away from a 
store. A third man tried 
to rob a CVS pharmacy — 
without realizing an 
off-duty cop was stand- 
ing next to him. 

In 2017, law enforce- 
ment officers from six 
agencies in Miami-Dade 
County shot 15 people, 
continuing a recent 
downward trend that law 
enforcement experts 
credit to improved police 


m Law enforcement 
officers from six 
agencies in Miami-Dade 
shot 15 people in 2017 
and killed eight. Those 
numbers are down a 
third from two years ago, 
and law enforcement 
experts credit better 
training and tactics. 


training and tactics. The 
public, particularly in 
communities traumatized 
by gun violence, also has 
become hyperaware of 
minimizing confrontations 
after a string of contro- 
versial police shootings of 
unarmed black men that 
triggered nationwide pro- 
tests. 

Last year’s numbers — 
obtained from the Miami- 


SEE SHOOTINGS, 2A 


AIR TRAVEL 


Despite hassles, last year was a good one for flyers 


BY CHABELI HERRERA 
cherrera@miamiherald.com 


You may not have enjoyed 
flying in 2017, but at least you 
were safe. 

According to two airline safety 
groups, there were no recorded 
accidents on large passenger jets 
in 2017, making 2017 the safest 
year on record. 

The bad news: Passengers 
suffered more than 891,000 
delays and nearly 76,000 cancel- 


m Despite an unpopular year for 
airlines, 2017 recorded zero 
deaths on large passenger 
flights and fewer deaths as a 
result of cargo or small regional 
flights compared to 2016. 


lations, out of 4.7 million flights 
as of October, the most recent 
month for which data is available 
from the Federal Aviation Ad- 
ministration. There were also 
system malfunctions and service 
shortcomings. (Remember that 
passenger who was dragged off a 


United Airlines flight?) 

On the safety side, commercial 
airlines had a stellar year. Dutch 
aviation consulting group to70 
calculated two regional airline 
accidents last year, which ac- 
counted for a combined 13 
deaths. All were on small prop or 
cargo planes. 

Those figures don’t include a 
crash Sunday in Costa Rica that 
claimed 12 people, including 10 
U.S. citizens, on a private charter 


SEE TRAVEL, 2A 
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Hurricane Irma grounded South Florida flights. Nationwide, as of October, 
there were nearly 76,000 cancellations out of 4.7 million flights. 


WORLD 


TALKS BETWEEN 
THE 2 KOREAS? 


South Korea on Tuesday 
offered high-level talks 
with the north on Jan. 9 at 
a village bordering the two 


LOCAL & STATE 


BADLY BURNED 
TEEN IN COMA 


Layne Chesney, 14, right, 
suffered extensive 
third-degree burns after 
she used a gas can to stoke 


LOCAL & STATE 


REPUTED MOB 
BOSS FACES TRIAL 


Joseph “Skinny Joey” 
Merlino, a Philadelphia 
native who now lives in 
Boca Raton, hopes to beat 
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